United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/000.431 



FILING DATE 



ov/iy/2003 



7590 07/16/2008 

Pillsbury Winthrop LLP 
Inlcllcctual Property Group 
Suite 2800 

725 South Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-5406 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



P 306046 H7975US 



KATCHEVES, BASIL S 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/666,431 


Applicant(s) 

TANASE ET AL. 


Examiner 

BASIL KATCHEVES 


Art Unit 

3635 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 March 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Pending claims 5, 8, 13, 14 and 28 are examined below. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the rod-like member 
and its orientation respective to the hollow portions must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 8, 13 and 14 are objected to. These claims state the rod -like member is 
at a part of the first and second hollow portions and extending over a plurality of the first 
and second hollow portions but then states it is not in one of the first or second portions. 
The claims will be examined as best understood. Clarification regarding the orientation 
of the rod is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 4,329,827 to Thorn in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,625,996 to 
Bechtel. 

Regarding claims 5, 28, Thorn discloses a hollow panel (Figure 5) comprising 
first hollow portions with a first width and second hollow portions arranged in the same 
plane and with a second width different than the first width, the hollow portions between 
outer plates (lower 1 and 2), wherein the partition walls (4) are made of wood (column 2, 
last line). In addition, Thorn discloses the panel as being comprised of wood except for 
being homogeneous of wood since component 2, in figure 1 , is metal. Bechtel 
discloses a panel for use in building structures and being made of wood outer plates (1). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Thorn by using wood for component 2, as disclosed by 
Bechtel, in order to standardize the panel, decrease costs and aid in fire protection 
(Bechtel column 1, lines 35-46). 

Claims 8, 13, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 4,329,827 to Thorn. 

Regarding claims 8, 13, and 14, Thorn discloses a hollow panel (Figure 5) 
comprising first hollow portions (fig. 5: cavity adjacent the number 2) with a first width 
and second hollow portions (cavity between numbers 4 in fig. 5) arranged in the same 
plane and with a second width different than the first width, wherein the partition walls 
(4) are made of wood (column 2, last line). In addition, Thorn discloses a rod like 
member (fig. 5: 5) disposed at a part of the first and second hollow portions with a 
section shape that corresponds to the shape of the part, the member (5) being located 
outside (not inserted into) of the hollow portion (the hollow portion being the area 
between members 5 and between where the numbers 4 point). Thorn also discloses a 
pair of flat outer sides (fig. 5: bottom plate 1 & 2) which are substantially parallel to each 
other and the depth of both hollow portions substantially corresponding to each other, 
the hollow portions between the flat outer sides (fig. 5: bottom plate 1 & 2). However, 
Thorn does not disclose the rod-like member as extending over the first and second 
hollow portions in this embodiment. However, Thorn discloses another embodiment 
(fig. 1 : 5) where the rod extends over both hollow portions. It would have been obvious 
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to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use this 
embodiment as a simple design choice. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/24/08 have been fully considered but are moot 
under new grounds of rejections. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Basil Katcheves whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6846. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot, can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 
/Basil Katcheves/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



